
 
 
April 3, 2020 
  
Dear Residents,  
  
I cannot thank you enough for your continuous commitment and willingness for your patients. This is 
undoubtedly a difficult situation that we are going through. Many of you had voiced your concerns 
about your safety and your concerns have been heard.  
  
I would like to update you on the following:  
  
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) 
Many hospital and community sites have been noticing a shortage of PPE. The significant concerns 
about PPE shortage have been strongly relayed to Shared Health. They are very much aware of the 
situation and are working hard to ensure your safety. Secondly, there has also been confusion about 
which PPE needs to be worn when. Detailed information about this will be provided by Shared Health in 
the imminent future. In the meantime, please utilize surgical masks for any patient encounters and N95 
for all aerosolized procedures. If, at any time, you feel unsafe, you have the right to refuse unsafe work.  
  
REDEPLOYMENT 
Individual programs are developing plans for redeployment. I understand that each department will take 
a different approach. PGME has reassured us that redeployment strategies for residents who provide 
essential clinical services need be considered. This has been strongly advocated for on your behalf. 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you have concerns about redeployment. I will update you as I 
receive new information.  
  
VACATION 
Given the rapidly evolving COVID situation, many residents have been asked to cancel their vacation and 
help provide coverage for their respective clinical services. However, you, as residents still have a right 
to your vacation. We have informed Shared Health about this situation and will update you as we 
receive further clarification in this regard.  
  
GRADUATING RESIDENTS AND EXAMS 
PARIM has heard your concerns about the scheduling of the CCFP and Royal College Exams this year. We 
have brought your concerns to Resident Doctors of Canada (RDoC). They have been working hard to 
advocate for you in this difficult time. Please see their detailed statement here.  
  
PROVISIONAL LICENSE  
Please refer to CPSM’s website for further information/questions. 

http://www.cpsm.mb.ca/news/cpsm-info-on-exams 
  
 
PARIM COVID-19 UPDATES  

https://residentdoctors.ca/news-events/news/update-6-covid-19-and-exams/
http://www.cpsm.mb.ca/news/cpsm-info-on-exams


Please utilize the COVID-19 updates page on the PARIM website for updates pertaining to residents. We 

are trying to prevent email overload. https://www.parim.org/covid-19-updates/ 
  
SHARED HEALTH COVID-19 UPDATES  
Please utilize the Shared Health COVID-19 updates page for health care providers on the Shared Health 

website. https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/providers/ 
  
PARIM is committed to providing consistent and clear messaging despite the difficult situation that we 
are enduring. Thank you for your patience and understanding as I acknowledge we do not have all the 
answers, but I assure you we have been actively advocating for you. Please do not hesitate to reach out 
to myself, the Executive Director Jessica Burleson at jburleson@parim.org,  or the PARIM office at 
parim.office@gmail.com if any further issues or questions arise.  
  
Sincerely,  
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